Application No.: 10/608,415 
Filed: June 30, 2003 
Amendment and Response 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the Application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for making a payment to a pay ee on behalf of a payor , 
comprising: 

receiving , by a payment service provider, a payment request to direct a payment to pa^a 
payee on behalf of a payor; 

determining, by the payment serv i ce provider, pre-posting information based at least in 
part on the payment request: 

transmitting , by the payment service provider to the paye e, the p re-posting information! 
whereby the pre-posting information provides the payee information about the payment request 
prior to the payment service provider directing the payment to the payee including at l e ast on e - ej 
information id e ntify i ng - th o payor, information identifying a paym e nt amount associat e d with the 
r e c e iv e d payment reque s t, and information identifying a bill ; 

directin g, by the payment service provider, the p ayment to the payee on behalf of the 
payor subsequent to the transmission of the pre-posting information; and 

issuin g, by the payment service provider, remittance advice to the payee in association 
with the direction of the payment. 
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2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

processing, bv the pavment service provider, the received payment request to determine 
one or more payment parameters; 

wherein the pre-posting pr e positing information is transmitted , by the pavment service 
provider to the payee,, via the network at one of a time i) prior to the processing of the received 
payment request, ii) upon completion of the processing of the payment request, or iii) upon 
completion of a debit associated with the payment request. 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 2, wherein the determined one or more 
payment parameters includes at least one of i) an availability of payor funds prior to directing 
payment, ii) whether risk will be accepte d by the pavment service provider in paying the payee 
on behalf of the payor, iii) a form of payment to the payee on behalf of the payor, iv) if the issued 
payment is to be a check, a check number of the payment, v) a date upon -which payment to the 
payee will be issued,_or and vi) whether an account number of the payor with the payee included 
in the payment request conforms to an account scheme of the payee. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the transmitted pre-posting information 
includes at least one of the one or more determined payment parameters. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein: 
the payor is one of a plurality of payors; 

the payment request is one of a plurality of received payment requests, each requesting 
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that a payment be made to the payee on behalf of a respective one of the plurality of payors; and 

the transmitted pre-posting information is associated with each of the plurality of received 
payment requests. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving , by the payment service provider from the payee,, a confirmation of receipt of 
the pre-posting information. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 6, further comprising: further transmittin g, by 
the payment service provider, the received confirmation to the payor. 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving , by the payment service provider, a payor directive to transmit the pre-posting 
information to the payee; 

wherein the pre-posting information is transmitted , by the payment service provider to the 
payee^responsive to the received payor directive; and 

wherein the payor directive is included in one of i) the payment request, or ii) a 
communication other than the payment request. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the payment request received by 
the payment service provider comprises is a recurring payment request associated with multiple 
instances of payment, and wherein determining the pre-posting information, transmitting the pre- 
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posting information, directing the payment, and issuing the remittance advice are performed for 
anmstance ; of the^ecunln^ information is a first instanee-ef 

e arly posting information, and th e paym e nt is a first instanc e of paym e nt, and further comprising: 

tr an s mitting to th e paye e pre posting information associat e d with the - receiv e d r e curring 
paym e nt request in association with e ach of the multipl e instanc e s of th e recurring paym e nt; 

directing paym e nt to th e pay ee in a ss ociation with e ach of the multiple in s tanc e s of th e 
r e curring - paym e nt; and 

issuing r e mittanc e advice to the pay e e in association with each of th e multiple instanc e s 
of th e r e curring payment . 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving , by the payment service provider, from the payor a payment request change 
directive to modify the received payment request subsequent to the transmission of the pre- 
posting information to the payee and prior to the direction of the payment to th e payee and the 
issuing of the remittance advice to the payee ; 

transmittin g, by the payment service provider to the payee^information associated with 
the received payment request change directive that notifies the payee of a change to at least a part 
of the transmitted pre-posting information s 

wh e rein th e paym e nt r e qu e st chang e dir e ctive on e of i) canc e ls th e r e c e iv e d payment 
r e que s t, or ii) modifi e s th e r e c e ives payment r e qu e st; 

wh e r e in if th e- payment r e qu e st chang e dir e ctiv e cancels the r e c e iv e d paym e nt r e qu e st, th e 
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payment is not dir e ct e d, th e remittanc e advic e is not issu e d, and th e transmitt e d information 
associat e d with the received paym e htchahg e dir e ctive notifi e s th e pay ee of the cancelled 
payment; and 

wh e r e in if th e paym e nt r e quest chang e dir e ctiv e modifi e s th e r e ceived - payment requ e st, 
th e transmitt e d information associat e d with th e rec e iv e d paym e nt chango - dircctivc notifies th e 
pay e e of a change to at l e ast a part of th e transmitted - pro - posting information . 



1 1 . (Currently amended) A system for making a paym e nt to a pay ee on b e half of a payor , 
comprising: 

a communications interface , associated with a payment service provider, configured to 
receive a payment request to direct payment to pay a payee on behalf of a payo r and 7 to transmit 
to the payee pre-posting information including at l e ast one of information id e ntify ing the payor, 
information id e ntifying a paym e nt amount as s ociat e d - with -th o received payment r e quest, and 
information id e ntifying a bill ; and 

a processor , associated with the payment service provider, configured to receive, from the 
communications interface, the payment request, to determine the pre-posting information based 
at least in part on the payment request, to cause the communications interface to transmit the pre- 
postin g information to the payee, whe reby the pre-posting information provides the payee 
information about the payment request prior to directing the payment to the payee , to direct 
payment to the payee on behalf of the payor subsequent to the transmission of the pre-posting 
information, and to issue remittance advice to the payee in association with the direction of the 
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payment. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 11, wherein: 

the processor is further configured to process the payment request to determine one or 
more payment parameters and to cause the pre-posting information to be transmitted to the payee 
at one of a time i) prior to the processing of the received payment request, ii) upon completion of 
the processing of the payment request, or iii) upon completion of a debit associated with the 
payment request. 

13. (Currently amended) The system of claim 12, wherein the determined one or more 
payment parameters includes at least one of i) an availability of payor funds prior to directing 
payment, ii) whether risk will be accepted by the payment service provider in paying the payee 
on behalf of the payor, iii) a form of payment to the payee on behalf of the payor, iv) if the issued 
payment is to be a check, a check number of the payment, v) a date upon which payment to the 
payee will be issued, or and vi) whether an account number of the payor with the payee included 
in the payment request conforms to an account scheme of the payee. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the transmitted pre-posting information 
includes at least one of the one or more determined payment parameters. 



1 5 . (Original) The system of claim 1 1 , wherein: 
the payor is one of a plurality of payors; 
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the payment request is one of a plurality of payment requests, each requesting that a 
payment be make to the payee on behalf of a respective one of the plurality of payors; and 

the transmitted pre-posting information is associated with each of the plurality of received 
payment requests. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 11, wherein the communications interface is further 
configured to receive from the payee a confirmation of receipt of the pre-posting information 
transmitted by the payee. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein the processor is further configured to cause 
the communications interface to transmit the received confirmation to the payor. 

1 8. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 , wherein: 

the processor is further configured to receive, from the communications interface, a payor 
directive to transmit the pre-posting information to the payee; 

wherein the pre-posting information is transmitted to the payee responsive to the received 
payor directive; and 

wherein the payor directive is included in one of i) the payment request, or ii) a 
communication other than the payment request. 

19. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 1, wherein: 

the payment request comprises is a recurring payment request associated with multiple 
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instances of payment; and 

the processor is configured to determine the pre-posting information, to cause the 
transmission of the pre-posting information, to direct the payment, and to issue the remittance 
advice for an instance of the recurring payment 

th e transmitt e d pr e posting information is a-first instanc e of e arly posting information; 

the payment is a first instanc e of payment; and 

th e- processor is furth e r configur e d to cause the communications interface to transmit to 
th e pay e e pro posting information associat e d with th e r e c e iv e d r e curring payment r e qu e st in 
association with e ach of th e multipl e in s tances of th e r e curring paym e nt, to direct paym e nt to th e 
pay ee in association with each of th e multiplo instanc e s of th e r e curring payment, and to issu e 
remittance advic e to th e payee in association with e ach of the multiple instanc e s of th e recurring 

20. (Currently amended) The system of claim 11, whereire-the communications interface is 
further configured to receive a payment request change directive to modify the received payment 
request, transmitted by the payor subsequent to receipt of the payment request and prior to the 
directing of the payment to the payee and issuing of the remittance advice to the payee , and to 
transmit to the payee information associated with the received payment request change directive 
that notifies the payee of a change to at least a part of the transmitted pre-posting information ^ 

the proc e ssor is further configur e d to cause the communications int e rfac e to transmit th e 
informati o n associat e d with th e r e c e iv e d - payment r e qu e st chang e dir e cti ve! 



AO 1800128.1 



9 



Application No.: 10/608,415 
Filed: June 30, 2003 
Amendment and Response 

th o payment r e quest chang e dir e ctiv e ono of i) canc e ls th e r e c e ived paym e nt r e qu e st, or it ) 



if the payment r e qu e st chang e dir e ctive canc e l s th e r e c e iv e d payment r e qu e st, the 
paym e nt i s not dir e ct e d, th e r e mittance advic e is not issu e d, and tho transmitt e d information 
associated with the r e c e iv e d payment change dir e ctiv e notifi e s the payee of th e canc e ll e d 
payment; and 

if th e paym e nt r e quest chang e dir e ctiv e modifi e s the rec e iv e d paym e nt r e quest, th e 
transmitt e d information as s ociat e d with th e r e c e iv e d payment chang e dir e ctiv e notifie s the pay ee 
of a chang e to at least - a part of the transmitt e d pr e po s ting information . 

2 1 . (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the pre-posting information comprises at least 
one of information identifying the payment associated with the payment request, information 
identifying a payment amount associated with the payment request, a requested payment date, an 
expected payment issuance date, an expected payment mechanism, a payment status change, or 
information identifying a bill. 

22. (New) The method of claim 11, wherein the pre-posting information comprises at least 
one of information identifying the payment associated with the payment request, information 
identifying a payment amount associated with the payment request, a requested payment date, an 
expected payment issuance date, an expected payment mechanism, a payment status change, or 
information identifying a bill. 
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23. (New) A method, comprising: 

receiving, by a payment service provider, a payment request to direct a payment to a 
payee on behalf of a payor; 

determining, by the payment service provider, pre-posting information based at least in 
part on the payment request; 

transmitting, by the payment service provider to the payee, the pre-posting information, 
whereby the pre-posting information provides the payee information about the payment request; 

receiving, by the payment service provider from the payor, subsequent to the transmission 
of the pre-posting information, a payment request change directive to cancel the received 
payment request; and 

transmitting, by the payment service provider to the payee, information associated with 
the payment request change directive that notifies the payee of the cancelled payment. 

24. (New) A system, comprising: 

a communications interface, associated with a payment service provider, configured to 
receive a payment request to direct payment of a payee on behalf of a payor, to transmit to the 
payee pre-posting information, to receive a payment request change directive to cancel the 
received payment request, transmitted by the payor subsequent to receipt of the payment request, 
and to transmit to the payee information associated with the received payment request change 
directive that notifies the payee of the cancelled payment; and 

a processor, associated with the payment service provider, configured to receive from the 



AO 1800128.1 



11 



Application No. : 1 0/608,4 1 5 
Filed: June 30, 2003 
Amendment and Response 

communications interface the payment request, to determine the pre-posting information based at 
least in part on the payment request, to cause the communications interface to transmit the pre- 
posting information to the payee, whereby the pre-posting information provides the payee 
information about the payment request, to receive from the communications interface the 
payment request change directive to cancel the received payment request, and to cause the 
communications interface to transmit to the payee the information associated with the received 
payment request change directive that notifies the payee of the cancelled payment request. 

25. (New) A system, comprising: 

a means for receiving, by a payment service provider, a payment request to direct a 
payment to a payee on behalf of a payor; 

a means for determining, by the payment service provider, pre-posting information based 
at least in part on the payment request; 

a means for transmitting, by the payment service provider to the payee, the pre-posting 
information, whereby the pre-posting information provides the payee information about the 
payment request prior to the payment service provider directing the payment to the payee; 

a means for directing, by the payment service provider, the payment to the payee on 
behalf of the payor subsequent to the transmission of the pre-posting information; and 

a means for issuing, by the payment service provider, remittance advice to the payee in 
association with the direction of the payment. 
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